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MECHANICAL SEAL LEAKAGE: ACCEPTABLE LEAKAGE AT PUMP MECHANICAL
SEALS OR PACKING SHALL BE AS NOTED BELOW. LEAKAGE IS DEFINED AS THE
ACCUMULATION OF FLUID, OVER A THREE-MINUTE PERIOD, LARGE ENOUGH TO
FORM A DROP OR FLOW AWAY FROM THE POINT OF FORMATION.

FOR PUMP MECHANICAL SEALS, THE ACCEPTABLE LEAKAGE FOR FLAMMABLE AND
NONFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS:

FOR PUMPS HANDLING FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS, OBSERVE AND/OR COLLECT LEAKAGE
AT THE TELL-TALE HOLE OR SEAL HOUSING FOR A 30 MINUTE PERIOD WHILE THE
PUMP IS OPERATING. MEASURABLE LEAKAGE (DRIPPING) DURING THE TEST PERIOD
IS UNACCEPTABLE. DAMPNESS AT THE TELL-TALE HOLE OR SEAL HOUSING IS
ACCEPTABLE. FOR NONFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS, MECHANICAL SEAL LEAKAGE SHALL
NOT EXCEED THAT SPECIFIED IN THE EQUIPMENT TECHNICAL MANUAL. WHEN NO
CRITERIA EXIST, 5 DROPS PER MINUTE SHALL APPLY.

FOR PUMP PACKING, THE ACCEPTABLE LEAKAGE FOR FLAMMABLE AND
NONFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS:

FOR FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS, THE LEAKAGE RATE FOR PACKED PUMPS SHALL BE
MEASURED AFTER NEWLY INSTALLED PACKING HAS BEEN RUN IN AND THE
LEAKAGE RATE HAS BEEN STABILIZED. LEAKAGE RATE SHALL NOT EXCEED 5
DROPS PER MINUTE AFTER PACKING LEAKAGE IS STABILIZED. FOR NONFLAMMABLE
LIQUIDS, LIQUID SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO DRIP FROM THE STUFFING BOX TO
LUBRICATE AND COOL THE PACKING.
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