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Mechanical Seal Leakage: Acceptable leakage at pump mechanical seals or packing shall
be as noted below. Leakage is defined as the accumulation of fluid, over a
three-minute period, large enough to form a drop or flow away from the point of
formation.

For pump mechanical seals, the acceptable leakage for flammable and nonflammable
liguids shall be as follows:

For pumps handling flammable liquids, observe and/or collect leakage at the
tell-tale hole or seal housing for a 30 minute period while the pump is operating.
Measurable leakage (dripping) during the test period is unacceptable.
Dampness at the tell-tale hole or seal housing is acceptable. For nonflammable
liqguids, mechanical seal leakage shall not exceed that specified in the equipment
technical manual. When no criteria exist, 5 drops per minute shall apply.

For pump packing, the acceptable leakage for flammable and nonflammable liquids
shall be as follows:

For flammable liquids, the leakage rate for packed pumps shall be measured
after newly installed packing has been run in and the leakage rate has been
stabilized. Leakage rate shall not exceed 5 drops per minute after packing
leakage is stabilized. For nonflammable liquids, liquid should be allowed to drip
from the stuffing box to lubricate and cool the packing.



